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time to time, made them often dodge in their boat,
and at last obliged them to retire.

As soon as they found themselves freed from their
enemies, they dressed their wounds as well as they
could, and for the purpose of aiding their flight from
that fatal shore, they threw into the river everything
they had in their boat, preserving only some pieces
of raw bacon for their nourishment.

It had been their intention to stop in passing at
the Natchez, but having seen that the houses of the
French were either demolished or burned, they did
not think it advisable to listen to the compliments of
the Savages, who from the bank of the river invited
them to land. They placed a wide distance between
them as soon as possible; and thus shunned the balls
which were ineffectually fired at them. It was then
that they began to distrust all these savage Nations,
and therefore resolved not to go near the land until
they reached New Orleans, and supposing that the
barbarians might have rendered themselves masters
of it, to descend even to the Balize, where they
hoped to find some French vessel provided to receive
the wreck of the Colony.

In passing the Zonikas, they separated themselves
as far as possible from the shore, but they were
discovered, and a pirogue which had been despatched
to reconnoiter them, was not a long time in approach-
ing. Their fear and distrust were renewed, and
they did not decide to stop, until they perceived that
the persons in that boat spoke very good French,
when they overcame their fears, and in the weak
state they were, gladly availed themselves of the
opportunity to land. There they found the little
French army which had been formed, the Officers



